
ASSESSMENTS: Universal screeners to 
determine student growth with portfolios, 
checklists, and summary reports (PreK), 
DIBELS & NWEA Map tests (K/1) 

CURRICULUM: Creative Curriculum for 
PreK/Star Curriculum for PreK/District 
Literacy Pacing Guide and Common Core 
Standads for K/1 

FACILITY: The school has 4 Villages 
designed for the sense of community and 
convenient and accessible for all its users. 
They are in four colors-red, blue, yellow, 
and green. 

FAMILY: At Valeska families are a vital 
part of decision making and participation 
within the school! (FAB/PTO, School 
Involvement Policy, Family Nights, 
Morning Meetings, Field Trips, and School 
Improvement Plan)  

PBIS at Valeska 

“Rainbow Rules” 

At Valeska Hinton we participate 
in the PBIS model and teach our 
students three expectations from 

our school Matrix called the… 

“Rainbow Rules” 

Be Respectful 

Be Responsible 

Be Safe 

With these “Rainbow Rules” 
students learn how to reinforce 

the positive behavior throughout 
the day at Valeska Hinton! 

800 W.R.B. Garrett Ave. Peoria, IL 61605 
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Our Mission Statement: The mission of the Valeska Hinton 
Early Childhood Education Center, a community educational 
center which promotes respect and diversity, is to ensure the 
development of the full learning potential of each child, the 

professional development of all early childhood staff, and the 
valued involvement of all families through: a safe, nurturing 

child-centered environment; a research-based curriculum with 
developmentally appropriate practices and assessment system; 

professional devilment that encompasses a continuum of 

higher learning; personalized opportunities for families to 
participate and grow; and collaboration with community and 

educational partners.  

Who was Valeska Hinton? 

Valeska Surette was born on March 23, 
1918, in Paris, Tennessee. She married 
Robert P. Hinton on July 28, 1948, in 

Peoria, Illinois. Aptly dubbed “the 
mother of Peoria’s civil right movement,” 
Mrs. Hinton was a woman who was not 
afraid to speak out about the needs of our 

children and their parents.  The 
V.H.E.C.E.C. is name for Mrs. Hinton 

because she truly believed that the 
education of young children would result 

in immeasurable benefits throughout 
their lives. This Center represents the 

embodiment of her life’s work. Valeska 
Hinton died at the age of 73 on 

September 22, 1991. Her intellect, her 
courage, and her insights live on in the 
lives of the countless individuals whom 

she influenced. Her advocacy for children 
continues through our dedication of the 

Center to her memory.  

It Takes a Village to raise a Child ~African Proverb 

Valeska Hinton Early Childhood Education Center is a Peoria Public School designed for 
children ages six weeks old to six years old and their families who opened their doors in 1993. It 

is the consequence of an unprecedented three-year collaboration of lay and professional people 
who were dedicated to designing a school where the family, the community, and the school 

faculty join hands to assume the important roles of developing the whole child. This team laid 

the groundwork to ensure the best practices would remain 
at the forefront of the curriculum, instruction, and

WE BELIEVE: That the society we have 
tomorrow depends on how we nurture, 
educate and challenge the children of 
today. The love, protection, wisdom, and 
guidance we invest in our children today 
wil return to us in productive useful 
citizens of the future. 

WE PLEDGE: To promote the principles 
of self-esteem, self-discipline, and respect 
for others, their diverse backgrounds, 
cultures, and family structures. We will 
devote our energies to building 
harmonious environments in our homes, 
schools, and communities. 

WE COMMIT: To reducing barriers that 
prevent the joining of resources in 
providing the most effective services to our 
youth, families, and to the community. A 
focus on the whole child will guide our 
actions. 

WE ENCOURAGE: Families, citizens, 
community organizations, schools, and 
government to work together to create a 
safe and positive environment for all 
children, to stimulate their love of learning, 
and to inspire them to read their full 
potential. 


